
The following is a poem we found that does a wonderful job of expressing the 
emotions of veterans.  Also, we found out that the author of this poem, Gary 
Jacobson, was a member of the same Vietnam veteran's online group as Mr. 
Bauer. 

by Gary Jacobson 

 

All gave some. 
Some gave all. 

All vets answered the call. 
All vets deserve to stand hickory tall 

Whether combat infantryman, 
Airborne or Cavalry 

Air Force, Navy, Marines, Army 
No paltry cause for cliques to whine 
Were you rear Echelon or front line? 

 
No vets should ever be penalized, 
By their fellows disenfranchised. 

Because brothers somewhere else were deployed. 
Do not ostracize 

Abuse or criticize... 
Medics, Cooks, Mechanics, Artillery, 

Serving in Okinawa, Vietnam, Japan, or Germany. 
 

All did America fine, 
Just because they didn’t hang it all on the line. 

http://pzzzz.tripod.com/warrior.html


There is no need of disunion's discord 
Stand arm-in-arm with brothers in accord. 

Brave men all, 
Patriots all, 

American's all. 
Ready to go to war every day... 

Serve in whatever way... 
 

Valiant soldiers helped carry the load 
Though not piercing fetid jungles 

Frightening bold 
Dancing Nam's bloody fest. 

Standing proud with America's best... 
His name honored with the warriors. 

In service of country there are no schisms, 
All soldiers patriotic prisms, 

Reflecting freedom’s refracted bright 
Making the world a place of light. 

  

Read about Mr. Bauer's Vietnam War experience. 

 

 

http://web.durand.k12.wi.us/hs/history/bauervn/bauerpage.htm


 

Mr. Donald Bauer 

  

How old were you when you were enlisted? 

I was 19 years old. 

What made you decide to join the army? 

I  would've been drafted otherwise, so I decided to enlist so I would get to 
choose what I wanted to be, but it ended up that I didn't get the job I wanted 
anyway. 

What was your job and rank in the army? 

I was a combat engineer.  I started out as a Private E1 and when I ended I was a 
Specialist E5. 

Were you ever afraid? 

Yes.  There were hours of boredom followed by moments of sheer terror. 

Where were you stationed? 



TayNinh, Vietnam in War Zone C or D, I can't remember. 

How long were you in the army? 

Three years to the day.  They wouldn't let me out any sooner. 

What kind of training did you go through? 

I did Basic training, then combat engineer training.  They didn't train us for 
Vietnam though, they just sent us over. 

Did you think the war was worth it? 

In the long run it was.  It gave the Philippines and surrounding area the chance to 
be democratic.  If we had been able to fight it our way we could've contained it 
more.    

What do you remember most about your experience? 

The people.  Having that brotherhood and camaraderie was the best part.  The 
people are more important then what's going on. 

Do you view things differently now that your older? 

Now that I have a chance to look back I see things in a different light.  When I was 
younger I couldn't really see what was going on. 

Would you encourage kids today to join? 

Yes, and I have encouraged some.  If you're not going on to school, and you don't 
know what you want to do, it's a great place to go.  They give you money, food, a 
place to sleep, and clothes.  The money was just basically beer money. 

Would you do it again? 

Yes.  I envy the people that are over in Iraq right now.  If I were younger, I would 
want to be there. 

What do you think about the war that's going on today? 



I wasn't for it at first.  I thought they should've given inspectors more time.  But 
now that we're in there, we have to win it. 

Do you think what we are doing is the best thing to do? 

In the long run it will be, but not so much at this moment.  We should've 
waited.  You're going to see a change in the world order.  France, Russia, 
Germany, all the countries who were our friends aren't happy with us now. 

  

 

Pictures from Vietnam    

  

 

 Finally, a time to rest. 
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Prek Klok 

 May 11, 1967 

 with Jose Castro 

 

 

Mr. Bauer coming out of his foxhole.  

January 4th, 1968 



 Smile for the camera! 

 

 


